Transthoracic contrast echocardiographic detection of ascending aortic dissection.
Ascending aortic dissection is highly lethal if left untreated. Therefore rapid accurate diagnosis is necessary. Diagnosis can be made with imaging modalities that use contrast agents to delineate anatomy reliably. Transthoracic echocardiography has not routinely been diagnostically useful because of the inability in clearly visualizing the ascending aorta. We describe a case in which transthoracic echocardiography with an echocardiographic contrast agent provided diagnostic information regarding an acute ascending aortic dissection, delineating both the true and false lumens. Transthoracic echocardiography combined with an echocardiographic contrast agent can be useful in detecting an ascending aortic dissection.